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and even condemned as likely to con-
sume energy that might be profitably
wutilised to other purposes.

These objections are without sub-
stantial foundation.

It is not only essential that Amerl-
cans should be convinced of the falth-
fulness of labor to the nation and of
itz wholehearted support of the na-
tion's alms, but that the facts con-
cerning it should be made known to
the world, to our friends as well as
to our enemies, and to the peoples of
neutral nations

Uninterruptedly alnce August, 1014,
German propagandists bave sought to
corrupt organized Iabor in the United
States and to convert it from ita eco-
nomic and political purposes Into 2
mliitary weapon of the Imperial Gov-
etoment. While the United States
Was a neutral the trades unions here
and their leaders were the object of
continuous and subtle attacks de-
signed to injerfere with the orderly
processes of Industry and transpor-
tation, apainst the military interests
of the Enlente Powers Immediately
on our entry into the war simlilar
efforts were employed to cripple the
United States, and to-dny the agents
of autocracy are still at work en-
deavoring to bhumstring us for the
benefit of Germany.

The Integrity of American labor
has been proof against the templa-
tions to which it has been subjected.
Ite good sense has guided It to proper
conclusions, Thewe things the United
States and all 1ts people know. But
the creatures of Germahy, bound to
make some Jhmrlnl with thelr prin-
clpals,' have not been unmindful of
the possibllities for their own aggran-
dizsement inherent in every dispute
between employers and employees,
They bave represented every quarrel
that arose as the result of their ac-
tivities and have magnified each dis-
agreament Into evidence of unrest that
might serve the Kalser,

- Moreover, disturbances in one sec-
tion of the country have been ex-
aggerated by eumning manipulators
in otber sections, cited to encourage

| and used to sustain the cam-

[ Berlin directs within our bor-

Thus a strike begun In New

for better sanitary condi-

has been transiated on the

coast Into a pro-German

_ and utilized to strengthen

epemy propaganda where the facts

) ng it were not known and ite
o could be distorted.

, Under thess circumstances it fs
Bighly desirable that ‘the patriotic
‘mathments of labor should be weet
iforth with autbority and published
‘brondcast. [In this way misunder.
standings will de corrected, false
hoods will be refuted and the pains-
taking &ork of numerous enemy agl-
tators will be brought to nothing.
That labor Is giving expression to Its
loyalty most effectively in splendld
devotion to ite abnormal tasks no-
hody will deny, but it contributes Im-
portantly to the strengthening of the
national position when it adds to this

the

The “Paychological ENecta™ of the
Tuseania's Sinking.

V.eltung the loss of American soldiers
in the Tuscanin “must unfailingly
dampen the spirits of Americans.”

The Mittag am Zcitung of Berlin
halds the same opinion, and in conse-
fjuence is greatly elated.

The facis are that the survivors
of the Tuscania are pot disheartened
lor downeast. ‘Théy are more than
over determined that the war must
he carried to a suceessful conclusion.
‘They nre more anxlous (han t(hey
were before their misadventure Lo get
at the Germans, and to do their part
in suppressing the milltarism of the
Kaiser,

In this country the result of the
"uscania ainking has simllarly con-
.umem'yu speculations of the Ger-

they sctually look on.sorrow for the
dead as a revelation of timidity?

New Time ou Easter.
The daylight saving blll as r¢-

ported to the House providesthat the
clock shall he sot abead one hour on

the last Sunday of March and not set

back until the last Bunday of October,

When this measure passed the Benate
the changes were to be made in April
and Beptember respectively, Conse-

A. | quently the House proposes two

monthe more of daylight saving than
the Benate contemplated. The last
B of March this year Is Easter,

the sun rises on that day at 5:48

o'cleck.

. It is the hope of the managers of
the blil that the House will act on It
this week or at the latest next week.
There 1s no opposition to the measure
and there should be no difficulty In
obtalning eonsideration for ite Ir is
fmportant that It should be adopted
at as early a date as posaible in order
that Its purpose may be made known
in all parts of the country. The im-
pending change in clock time should
be thoroughly advertised not only by

the Government but by private corpo-}

rations. The Government ls pecu-
llarly well equipped to carry the newa
to remote distrivts through the Post
Office Department, the Weather Bu-
reau and the rallroads, and as soon
as the President signg the bill the
new rule should be promuigated for
the information of all.

8o 1mportant is it that the law
should be put on the books imme-

diately that the House might well

adopt a special rule for prompt con-
slderation of the blll and under this
rule 1imit the time to be oocupled by
amateur astronomers in debate.

Commissioner Enright's’ Chance.

Police Commissioner Ewnmiour Ia-
mented at a public dinner last week
what he concelved to be the unfalr
uftitude of the newspapers and an
hpportant part of the public toward
his administration. He protested his
bonesty of purpose and defended the
force under him, and he besought
from those who heard him falr and
impartial treatment.

Mr. ExniouT need have no fear
concerning hls treatment by Lis fel-
low citizens. He knows as well as
everybody else knows that he en-
tered office under most unfavorable
conditions. Fle realizes that Mr.
Brones's dlamissal and the manner
in which i was pccomplished shocked
and disturbed the city, He Is fully
Informed as to the justifiable alarm
all citizens felt when It esemed possi-
ble that the police force might agaln
become the victim of departmental or
munlcipal polities

But Mr. Exsiont also knows that
the police of New York will be judged
by what it does and not By what It
might do. XNothing is of slighter con-
sequence to New Yorkers than the
Individual who directs police affairs
from Headquarters. It is the results
of his policles and of his acts that
interest them. These resulls are re-
corded In the efficlency of the men on
post and the men In the detective
bureaus. If these results be good, If
citizens are safeguarded agalust crim-
inals, the police administration will
recelve applause, If the citisens are
not safeguarded the police adminis-
tration will be condemped,

Already Commissioner ExnicaT has
undertaken important reforms in the
organization of the force. He has
abolished certain detalls and estab-
lished others. There has bean no ad-
verse criticlsm of these changes: the
public has accepted them as inevitable
Incldents of the new contrel. If
they produce satisfactory effects,
there will be no condemnation of
thelr authors. If they do mot work
well, thalr Ilmmediate revision will
be confidently awalted.

There is something pathetic about
New York's longing to be permitted
to take pride In its police force, and
it Mr. Exmont Is the proper man
for the job, he need have no misgly-
ings about his future fame, X

The Grewih of Blavic Power In
Austris.

The Minlsterial' crisis at Vienna
becomes significant of conditions In
the Austrian Empire not because of
the resignation of Premler Vox Sgro-
rez and his Cabinet, but because of
the disclosures that 1t makes of the
growth in strength of the elements in
the nation which are opposed to the
former tontrolling solid German ma-
jority and to the domination by Ber-
lin of Austrian policles.

The appointment of Dr. Vox Seyp-
ks as Premler was at the best a
makeshift measure. The wonder Is
that he has held out so long as he has,
Buat he showed the skill of a trained
hureaucrat in dealing with conditions,
Though he was forced to make fre
quent changes In the personnel of his
Cabinet he succeeded in malntaining
& more or less uniform body for the
administration of the different bu.

Premier he vas the head. He dls-
played, too, good management In
handling the recent strikes by meet-
ing the strikeras half way, promising
¢conomic and military reforma and
expressing n desire, In which be sald
he was supportad by the Emperor, for
u wpeedy ending of the war, Tha( his

reaun or departments, of which an

Tbe political conditions that con-
fronted Dr. Vox Sxyprza were simi-
lar to those with which his prede-
cessor, Oount Cram-Masrines, strug-
gled: The Poles, who had long been
a more, or less dependable factor In
the administration plan, adhered to
the Slavie bloe, and, as in the present
case, opposed the war budget. The
move was the first break In almost
twenty yesrs from the Germanie
party, and It was followed with In-
tquee Interest at Berlin, This
sitlon has since grown, umﬁm
by a united Blavic party, a follewing
of the Latins In the south and the
addition of some unidentified factions
from all parts of the empire, until
now it controls at least fifty more
votes In the lower house of the Aus-
trian Parllament than the Adminis-
tration party.

The Poles have not been slow In
taking advantage of the power that
they can wield. They ara fghting In
Austria as well as In Rumia for
recognition as a nation. They saw
through Berlin's plans for establish-
ing a Polish kingdom as a Prussian
vassal State, and .they have so far
been able to defeat the scheme. Thay
have at the same time strengthened
the Rlavic position, In the emplire un-
til the Blavs have become a factor to
be reckoned with, not only after the
war but In the negotiations that will
bring the war to an end.

It is the united volce of these long
suppressed races of Austria that Is
beard in the constantly recurring de-
mands for peace. These people have
no sympathy with the sel of Pan-
Germanism or Prussia mination of
Central Europe. Berlin knows this,
knows, too, that the difficulty of mak-
Ing Austria a subservient State which
will follow Germany's dictation is in-
creased, and It has every to
dread and to fear this unmistakable
growth of the Austrian Slay in power
and influence.

Conselidating the City's Engineer-
ing Burcaus.

President Bavcxxes of The Bronx
bas combined the engineering staffw
of the highways and sewers bureaus
in his borough and by the coneolida-
tlon expects to save $35,000 & year in
salaries and expenses. He has set an
example of practical y that
every other Borough Presldent and
the city administration itself might
profitably follow.

An ideal organization for city gov-
ernment would have but one englneer-
ing department, with an efficient ex-
ecutive at its head and competent
tlds In charge of the various depart-
ments into which its work woull
naturally divide iteelf. A sewer ex-
pert would have supervision of the
dralnage aystem of the whole clty:
an auathority on construction would
direct all bullling operations; a
bridge constructor of the first closs
would take care of the bridgea
Under this form of organization men
could be shifted from one project to
another as their services were nended,
supplies could be hought In great
quantities and under favorable con-
ditlons and numerous substantial
savings might be made.

If such an ideal situation Is ever
bronght about in New York It will
have its beginnings in a consolida-
tion of the kind President Bauckxer
bas made. The advantages of cen-
tralization are so apparent that there
can be no apposition to it unless that
opposition comes from Interested mo-
tives, and these are of conatantly de-
creasing potency In the management
of municipal affairs,

Natel Oranges.

When, last month, we spoke the
truth concerning the navel orange,
the least worthy of eitrus breakfast
foods, we knew that we Invited the
wrath of the native sons who have
found in the-golden fruit more treas-
ure than the auriferous mines of their
celebrated States ever will produce.
We have not been disappointed. De-
nunciation, ridicule, explanation have
been uttered ngainst ums, and every
effort has been made to convert us to
advocacy of that handsome Impostor
which possesses ‘“a remarkable de-
velopment of adventitions cells which
at the apex of the orange give the
frult an umbilical mark.”

Chief among the defenders of the
navel orange have naturally and
properly been the able and enterpris-
ing business men who supply It to
the Eastern market., These gentle-
men bave long commanded and re-
celved our admiration. They have
developed cooperation In ralsing,
grading and selling the product of
thelr great orchards; they maintaln a
high standard of integrity in thelr
trade, and, they have unquestionably
brought thelr wares to the doorway
of every home, We should be giad to
print their letter concerning the navel
orange, but it Is too long; It Is sufM-
olent to say of it that it Is reasonable,
courteous and makes out the hest pos-
sible case for the navel orange. It
Is a fact, as they poiot out In this
communicatien, that evenh the most
skilful packing and the closest in-
spection canmot prevent some oranges
damaged In transit from getting on
the market, and it would be unfalr
to judge the average by these,

Nor would we have our buoyant
California friends belleve lh? weé re-
gard the navel orange as utlerly to
be condemned. It is not Inm the same
class with fattened oysters, which are
an abomination to the diseriminat-
ing. It does mot deserve complete
ostracism. There are pemmons who

mpmltmmuvnln;

devoted to Impraving its quality and
providing for its distribution in at-
tractive packages could have won for
it the commanding place it has in the
fyuit stalls of scores of thousands
of towns far distant from the or-
chards In which it grows.

But we maintain that In compari-
son with certaln small, thin skinned

oranges the navel must take a back

seat. Unfortunately, these do not
stand packing and are peor travel
Jers. They seldom appear on the
shelves of the fruiterers. The Ini-
tiate longs for them in valn; and It
will comfort our Callfornla frieads
to remember, as thelr well lined
pockets remind them, that this long-
Ing does not close the lips againat the
navel orange, but actually contrib-
utes to Its consumption ; for man, hav-
ing learned huw supremely good an
orange may be, ' thereby enlightened
as to the excellence of all the Inter-
esting citrus family.

The Unsinkable Ship.

We trust thae Mr, Wmuan L
Sauxpoeas's confidence In the unsink-
able quallty of a vessel equipped with
a large number of uirtight recepta-
cles of small dimensions Is not mis
placed. The theory of buoyancy on
which this principle of ship protection
rests ls plausible. But the applica-
tion of the system to one, or a dozen,
or a hundred vesssls In no way re
lleves the Uniled States of its obll-
gatiod to speed up its shipbullding
programme.

The transport on which these buoy-
ancy chambers have been installed ls
an experiment. She may never en-
counter a submarine; if she does the
protedtion expected from this device
may not meet the full bopes of lis
designers. But If the United States
puts into the water all the ships it
ecan bulld there will be a bridge be-
tween this country and Europe that
no fleet of submarines the Germans
are capable of launching can destroy.
Ilere and there the undersea com-
manders may succeed In sinking a
vessel ; occasionally they may score a
vietory ; but If we do our full duty
in the steel mills and In the shipyards
thelr successes will not impair the
service we shall establish to carry
our armies to France and our goods
to the Allles.

An unsinkable ship, by all means, If
it Is within e bounds of human
achlevement ; but sinkable or unsink-
able, ships and more ehipa!

A new device, it Is sald, will "bottle
up” the German submarines, Consld-
ering the structure of the beasts this
remedy does not at first thought sug-
gest aa pleasant results as might be
effected by uncorking them.

“Guides to Paris” may be relied
upon to publish as soon as tourist
travel is resumed an authentic list of
thoss ninety-eight cafés barred to
American soldlers not by the café pro-
prietors but by the American Provost
Marshal In France.

Petrograd householders complaln
that as the Bolshevik guards wear no
uniform they cannot be distingulshed
from the common varlety of burglars
when they make demiciliary searches.
Aside from social embarrassment it
seems to make no difference in re-
sults whether the visitors are guards
or burglars. .

“Tallors to stop making cuffs on
trousers.” It was nol so many years
ago that young men began to turn up
the bottoms of their trousers In fair
and foul weather, even, as they were
frequently obliged to explain, when it
was not ralning in London. Tallora
took the hint and made permanent
“cuffs' on trousers, but these cuffa had
again to be turned up when thers was
actual danger to their immaculateness
from rain or mud. Then let man admit
frankly and once for all that he wore
trouser cuffs solely for ornamentation,
and stop trying to be sarcastic about
urnamentation by the loveller sex.

Now that Hexay Fomp s directing
all his energy to the production of
war munitions he may fulfil hiz am-
bitlon 1o get those boya out of the
trenches by Christmas,

The honest man has been found, He
is & walter In the Pullman car scrvice
and stoutly argues that “a amall addi-
tion" to the price of berths and mealn
be added and transferred to the pay
envelopes of wallers and porters on
Pullman cars. This addition to the
cost of travel in t0 be in place of tips
which & Washington commission, com~
mittee, bureau, director or adminis-
trator seeks to abolish. The wilneas
thinks that “about 13 cents” added to
the cost of each meal or berth would
enable the travelling public to pay fair
wages to porters and walters. What
the travelling public would think about
it could not be no mildly expressed.

In the rergote days when a quick
German victbry seemed pessible, how
silent were the mow veciferous advo-
cates of m negotiated peace!

-

Night, Camp Wadowerth,
The Carolins night has spTashed the sky
Extravagani with stars and dreams.
The sound of water from a shower bath
pavilion
Drips sihging through the dark—
A lyric on & wooden Soor!

Inside tha tent the sivaping bundies stir.

Another soldler, Mate from tews wayfaring,

Prepares his bunk In humming gllenece.

He grips bis Hed Cross sweater in his
testn

And pulla it en & parcel for & plllow cawe—

The sweater kalt by some mald n New
York.

He wonders If she's dancing thed to-night,

He crawis In bed; the teat is dark, yot
companienable

With the friendly hym of murm'ring slsap-
ore;

And seal Through litele holes bBurned In
the canvas wall,

Where chimney sparka danced down and
1sft thelr prints,

Thes moonlight Alters magically.

Through sach hels sphinea & gleaming rmay

That atrikes the farther wall snd lsaves
& slar,

What luzery (s this! To go te bed

With Mitle stars around your head.

UBARLM Divine

& mighty well deserved compliment to
your now famfous editorial article ad-
dressed to “The Moderate Drinker,” but
won't THm Buy permit just one little
ray of lis light to rest upon a statement
in his letter?

We know that the excessive drinker has
& larger family fhan any other class, and

recent draft for the army, shewing
only 10 per cant. rejected In prohibition
Kanons for physical’ unfitness to as high
us B8 per cenl. In' some of the alooho!
saturated centres, apeaks plainly as (o the
effect on ary ity of the
previous ganeration.

Kansas had 28.8 per cent. of her draft
rejected for physical unfitness, not 10
per cent. ‘

Maine, over half a century prohibition,
had 41.5 per cent. of her draft rejectid,
the highest percentags of “phyalealiy
unfit® in the nation with the single ex-
caption of Its sister prohibition Btate
Vermont, whera 41.8 per cent. wera cast
out as “physically unfit.” No State re-
Jected BA per cent,

The figurea are from the report of
Major-Gen. Enoch H. Crowder, Provost
Marahal General of the United Biates.

Intreducing Willlam J. Bryan at the
Tremont Temple national prohibition
ratification meeting in Boston Friday
night, January 26, the chalrman, the
Hon. John L. Bates, sald as reported by
the Boston Daily Globe of January 26:
“Have you noticed what a change has
come over the:conditions under which
this fight is now being waged? * ® ®
Years ago the prohibitionist had to prove
everything he zald.” E. R

RocxLanD, Me., February 9,

An Unreconstructed Moderate Drinker.

To THr Eoitor or Tur Bun—Bir: A
few weeks ago THe Sux addressed an
editorial article to the “Moderate
Drinker,” pleading with him to forego
his favorite tipple in order to save his
weaker brother. [ read this saveral
timen, belng deeply impressed with its
significance and purpone,

Sunday last THr Bun contalned an-
other editorial article regarding the
munufacture of “moonshine whiskey™ in
the Bouth. 1 read -this article over sev-
eral times also, and as against your plea
to ths moderate drinker compared to
the conditions obtaining In the Bouth
owing to Illleit distilling of whiskey,
which seems to be unabated and grow-
ing larger yearly If we are to belleve
Commissioner of Internal Revenue
Roper, I must eay that your plea to
the moderate drinker has undone In me
the consilderation 1 was giving to this
drinking question.

If the prohibitory laws of the South-
ern States result in ilHelit distilling of
“moonshine” whiskey to the utter detri-
ment of government and society In these
commonwealths, with States and city of-
clals indifferent to the law's notorious
non-enforcement, would not the same
conditions prevall in the Northern and
Eastern States and bring about & law-
leasniess that would beggar description?
I think so.

Consequently 1 must refuss, because 1
believe in law and order, to resigm from
the great and sensible army of moderate
drinkers In order to save a few hundred
weak willed ne'er-do-wells who should
never have been born and for whom
prohibition s meaninglens wnince they
would consume patent medicines and
other alcoholizsed concoctions so easily
purchusable in Malne and Kansas.
Why should 1 be asked to put mysell in
their clasa? Why not educats them up
to the level of the moderate drinker,
since they are In tha minority?

If this be Impossible, what good are
such men to soclety? » Why should so-
clety in general be asked to sacrifice
its comfort for the sake of thosea who
neither respect por care for the laws of
humanity? Boclety will not do it. The
whole thing |9 silly, I.hllurd and puerile,

I have heard that the flaunting of
riches in the face of so much poverty
that exista around us s the caumse of
much envy, which eats at the hearts of
the poor and terupis the needy to com-
mit erime. The exhibition of valuable
jewelry, for instance, has to my knowl
edgo put the thought of theft Into the
minds of men who had not previoualy
harbored the notion of relleving their
needs by stealing. For this reason some
will eay that no one should wear or
keep jewelry, becauss it might serve as
& temptation to those who are in want
or who have the propensity to steal. If
all men and women could be made to
think along these lines, what an admi.
rable lot of self-sacrificing persons all
womld be. There I8 no doubt that the
dieplay of articles of val n the per-
mon or in show windows of stores tempts
many of the weaker Individuals to com-
mit theft, but {f the opportunity were
removed our weaker brother would not
succumb to his weakness. But are we
to have no fmm that display goods,
no men and ‘women who wear Jawelry,
and are we to eschew all luxury because
among those who do not posseas It there
are a few who might be saved from the
comyiasion of crimes If there were no
luxury f¢ tesmpt them? What an ab.
surdity to so contend.

The time Is long passed, |f there ever
was A time, when the moderats drinker
of even the drunkard could he scared
from drinking by declaring to him the
Il conseguences of getting drunk. The
most besotted drunkard |s an well aware
of them as the most bigoted abstainer;
moreover, the absurd exaggeration of
the teetotal fanatics brings discredit on
thelr cause and makes people Indifferent
to thefr Intemperate outcries. When
the ordinary man is told by auch pro-
fessional prohibition lecturers as Mr.
Bryan (hat “alcohol is a deadly polson*™
and that every. drop he taukes brings him
within measurable distance of his grave;
and when ha sees around him plenty of
healthy, hearty people who take thelr
pint of beer or thelr half pint of claret
every day at dinner and live to a good
old age that Is more genlal, more

and impression made In your report yes-
terday of the decision of the district
board in the matter of my appeal
deferred claduification on Industrial
grounds, While I feel sure that no harm
was Intentionally meant, and although

fatal, fnourable malady. He was oper-
ated on, his case declared hopeleas, and
he i» unable to bear the responaibility
of his business, My brother, Louls P.
Ficks, Jr., the only other male member
of our family of age, was drafted and
is now In the Government service, Awm
the result 1 am left.as the sole head of
my father’s business, conaiming of tyo
factories, one in Clnoinnat! and one here
in New York. This business has been
established for over thirty years, We
give smploymant to over 160 persons at
good wages 3

In addition to manufacturing reed
furniture and baby vehicles we ave alno
engaged In Niling an order for balloon
baskets to be used in the uonrnnx;
balloon school in Texas. We have
experimented upon and mads up for the
Wright Company of Dayton, Ohlo, sero-
plane seAts, now In use at their avia-
tion fleld, and an order for a large quan-
tity of these seats is pending our perfeo-
tion of these mamples. We also have
recelved Inquiries and blue prints from
several other concerns making balloons®
for the Govermment. 1 have just re-
celved from the War Department at
Washington & set of prints of the bas-
kets required In the manufacture of bal-
loons, and 1 intsnded experimenting
upon and Improving this basket and sub-
mitting samples to various factories.

From the above brief blatement you
will see that your article is hardly just.
In claiming deferred classification [ am
not trying to mhirk my duty as a trus
American citisen, but I do feel that
under the circummtances I can far bel-
ter serve the national interests by keep-
ing thess factorles running, filling the
order we now have for Government use,
and by carrying on thess experiments
for the intereat of the Government,

The district board, however, has meen
fit to deny my appeal and 1 shall cheer-
fully abide by [ta decision.

Roseat L. Froxs,

Ngw Yonw, February 9.

THE BURDEN OF A NAME,

Is Otlo Bchimeolpfenig a Beiter Man
When Called Osear Small?

To THe Epivor or THe Bux—38ir: 1
am an American citisen, born In this
city, where my parents were born be-
fore me. 1 have & name so German
that it s a burden, and I read 8 P,
Reason’s letter in THE SuN with more
than ordinary interest becauss 1 hoped,
seeing the headline, to be able to find in
it a way to give it an “American
proaunciation.”

1 am sorry to say it can't be done. It
Is easy to ellmimate the umlaut, as your
correspondent suggests, but how could
that process wipe the German from
names like Ickelhelmer, Gugmenheimer,
Frelligrath, Krehblel, Sonnenscheln,
Liebling, Sulzsberger, Auerbach, Schloss-
berger, Damroach, Gotigetreu, Splegel-
berg, Stelnweg, Schmittberger, Helden-
helmer, Pulltzer, Landsberg, Gitterman,
lehman, Eilsendrath, Bellgman, Ochs,
Kunselman, Rothachlld, Untermeyer,

-

A BRITISH ECONOMIC EXPERT ON THE
""" POSITION OF SILVER.

Remarkable Resuits of Lord Reading's Misslon to the United Siaiey
Held (o Be of the Nature of & Ontastrephe.

In Beptember last certain emimaries
left this country on some mysterious
errand connecled with the India Of-
fice finance, The head of the mission
was Bir Rufus Isaacs, now known as
Lord Reading, who since his return
has been advanced to an earidom, the
only Hebrew to attain that dignity

hitherto excepting Benjamin Disraell.
Exactly what was the nature of the
“deal” with the Government of the
Unitéd Staten which at once paralyzed
the asllver market and is rewarded
with an earidom [ do not know, but
I would like i¢ draw public attention
Lo the results. At the close of Septem-
her the price of sllver had reached
110 cents an ounce, and must, in view
of the ' 'immense requirements of the
Government of India for the year at
hand, have gome much higher. Buch
A price is In relation to gold as 17%
Is to 1. To-day the price of silver
has fallen to 85 cents, a ratlo of
22 to 1. This vast catastrophe in the
exchanges with half the human race
earns an earldom. 1 now beg to put
on record the veritable renalssance
of Chiness finance last September be-
cause of the then rise in the price
of sllver. .

I hope that In the days to come
the United States may establish with
the Chinese public, for ita everiast-
ing benefit and the world's, the same
sort of political suserainty that Great
Britain has established In the penin-
sula of Hindustan. In a sense China
after the war can be a most valuable
economic complement to the United

kets. The United Btates can do therein
generously and through an open door
what Germany had intended to do
vilely with terroriam; and with those
exclusive commercial methods the
world in now famiHar with. Thus
China's fnanclal recovery is of infl-
nite Importance to every port, not on
the American Pacific coast only, but
for your Atlantic ports too via
Panama.

Now on the very day when silver
stood at 110 cents (Beptember 26) the
speclal correppondent of the London
Times in Pekin posted a letter in
Pekin which can be read in the Timeas
of November 23 and wiich deserves re-
publication In every commerical news-
paper In America. It shows the mag-
nificent market for American goods
which the activities of Lord Reading
and his mission, operating your silver
market, has once more closed to
American and British sellers. The
Times lottor reads in part as follows:

The advance In the price of sllver and
ths consequent riss In exchangs have
revel ised the # ial position of the
Government of China. The dollar to-day
is practically worth double the avemge
valus befors the war. Thus Chioa in meet-
ing her heavy Toreign obligations haas to
provide only half the number of dollara
hat were previously needed. Meantime
the salt revenus (s greater than it has
ever been, while the maritime customs
revenue, In spite of the restriction upon
trads, maintalns Itself In & manner that (s
remarkabie. The position is wdll 1llus-
tratsd by the circymstance that whereas
the customs revenue used to be Insufclent
by some (1,000,000 annually to meet the
Boxer indemnity and other payments se-
cured on it, it in now carrying all these
llabllities togather with the whole of t(he
Interest on the reorganimation lIoam of
(25,000,000, and up te the end of July
there was In addition & surplas of about
12,000,000 available to the Government. * = =
There s in fact every reasonable chance
that China during the next two years will
have enough surplus funde to pay off out-
standing debts, to redeem paper, and to
standardize her aliver colnage without bor-
rowing a penny from abroad. * * * Tha
Chiness do not seem quita 1o Teallze the

Neuberger, Oppenheim, R hneider,
Gotthell, Heldelbach and hundreds of
equally unmistakably German names In
which the umiaut cuts no figure?

Many men fearing the '"blight socially
and commercially” have changed their
names, doing violence to their feelings,
but do the peopla who looked upon their
good neighbor Otto Bchimelpfenig with
scorn because of his name think belter
of him because that name may have
been changed to Oscar Bmall? Would
Hermann Hildesheimer, whoss applica.
tion for membership In & social club was
turned down because of his name, he
aoccepted If he changed his name to
Horace Hydea?

Was the obfection to the man or to the
name? If the man was thought, for
good reason, to he unworthy of member.
ship, it was perfectly proper that he

becauss of his name the act Imposed
upon him a hardship which was unde-
served, because the name in as little his
fault as the color of his halr. No man
knows the welght of thia hardship ex-
cept those who have experienced It.
New Torx, February 9. R C. D

The War and Humor.

To TR EpiTor or THE Bun—~8ir; One
of the effects of the war not the least
regreitabls I1s the decline of humor. I
doubt If mince 1914 thers haa Leen a
humorous book published. 1t in true
we atill ind “jokes"” In the paperm, but
they lack spontaneity as a rule, and in
many chass scent distinctly of the work-
shop. Thin s not to be wondersd at
in view of the depressing influence of
current eventa. War i Indeed fatal to
the humorous spirit, and, per contra, it
might be sald that humor s fatal to
the warlike spirit. Therefore let us
hope that when the present conflict In
over, there will be a blg crap of new
humorists, and 1 really think thare will,
If only In obedlence to the law of reac-
tiona. Huch & erop would be of vastly

lovable *and more generally reap 4
than that of the fanatic abatainer who
denounces this wickedness. and when he
known that for ages ths peopls of Eng-
Innd, France, Belgium, Italy and Spain
have used liquor sometimes unsparingly,
he says “Bosh!" And well he may.

A world of tolal abstalners might be
a decorous world, & prim and proper
world, a world perhapa & little too con-
aclous of Its own merits and too tolerant
of the prig, but thers Ia no evidence
to make us believe that it would be an
uncontentious and unprejudiced world,
or & world from which Intemperance of
speech, intoleranse of opinion or ab-
surdity In reasoning would be banighed :
and there Is some evidence to make us
anxious leat it should be & drab, Inar-
tistic, undecorated, unjoyous world, a
world without poetry, without musle,
without painting, without romance; as
deatitute of humor ma of logle, taking
madly what pleasures it sllowsd jtself,
pnd rather priding itaelf on {ta Indiffer-
ence to the charma of wine, woman and
song. i ArntHun P. Mossa
Newanx, N. 7, February .

4

more banafit to mankind than any num-

ber of high browed politiclans philosa-

phising gravely in_ councll chambera

One Rabelais would be worth a hun-

dred Mirabeaus, Srrisves,
Nmw Yoax, February 9.

A Bong for Cold Mornings.

To THE Evitor or THe Sun—~ir: Not-
Ing In Tum BuN of February 3 the old
song “An Ol Fat Ham.” T was reminded
of another old song with which my
father ysed to regnle us on cold morn.
Ingn:

Cold frosty mornin®
Nigger foel geed,
Axe on hls shoulder

Goln' fru de wood.

Pleca o' cold jehpnycaks,
Pleca o' hog fal,
Marsa grumble like de debil,
Cause he eat so much o' dat.
Tah, Tah, Tah!

The tune, with the explosive "Yah,
Yah, Yah!" was the best part of the
song FJeBs

BINGHAMTON, Fabruary 9.

should have been rejected, but If It wasy

Iqus opportunity they now have (bscauss
of such exchanges) of makiog a fresh
financial start without contracting further
unproductive foreign loans,

Buch was the position to which the
commerce of an allled nation of near
400,000,000 people had been suddeniy
elevated hecause of that brilllant and

changes with the gold standard na-
tions.
but a few months before had bought
gold exchange on New York with elght
taels was about to buy it at the old
rate of three taels for five go'd dollars
for one moverelgn). Under normal
conditions of supply and demand [n
the world's silver market silver lLad
almont righted {itself, and the export
trades of the United Btates to Asia
had at last “come by their own," At
this supreme moment enter Sir Rufus
Isaaca, and lo! the exchange market
with 800,000,000 Asiatics is again
handed over to a very few prodiglously
wealthy houses who are now once
again to manipulate a vasl gamble in
“puts and calla” of sliver.

I pointed out in a letter which you

THE STATE HEALTH LAW.

Fiaws Found In the Proposed Amend-
ment to the Statule.

To Tws Eprror or Tur S8vx—Fir: 1
would llke to direct attention to a bill
introduced Into the Senate and now be-
fore the Legislature of this State under
the title “An act to amend the public
lnw in relation to reports of oMclals and
employees to the State Department of
Health."

The dutles of the Commissioner of
| Health are defined as follows in the law
to be amended:

The Commilasioner of Health ahall take
cognisance of the interests of the heaith
and life of the people of the Ftato and all
matters perialning thereta,

The amendment introduced hy Senator
Whitney, chairman of the Commission
on PuBlic Health. at the request of the
Commisaloner of Health, is an follows:

ployeen of the State Department.of Health
on guestlons of fact under the public
health law, or under thes sanitery vode
or any local bhealth regulation, shall he
presumptive evidence of the facts w0
stated and shall ba recelved am such In all
courts and places. The persons making
such reports shall be exempt from personal
liability for the sistements thereln made
it they have acted In good falth,

The effect of such A law If enacted
would prevent a repetition of the ef-
fectual protest by repreacntative bodies
and their pclentific experta In the mnat-
ter of the contamination of the water

supply of this cily from sewsuge from
public institutions like that of the Mo-
hansle Institution, which was defeated

with great diMculty owing to jts adve.
cacy by the Htate Commissloner of
Health. It would make hls opinlon on
a guestion lika that of birth control, also
advocated by the State Commissloner of

Btates and one of her very great mar- |

entirely natural advance In her ex-|

The Shanghal merchant who |

e -

The written reporte of aMcinle and em- |

published on November 17, and i
which 1 gave the figures from i,
Government Mines Department
Ottawa, that In the Cobalt Camp (0.
tario) at the price of silver last Sep.
tember 3,600 miners were producing
sliver of a value of over $10,000 per
miner each year, and 1 asked whether
wvalues In an Industry of such Impor.
tance to a mcore of affiliated trades
timber and chemlcals, fluxes and my.
chinery, rallways and coal mines
whether this was an Industry to make
once more a foothall for gamblers, boty
within and without our Legislatupres
The prompt answer to this quesiiy
was the Reading mission to the Uniing
Btates,

I am constantly told that malfe...
‘ance where the cryptle question .f
“exchange” comes fn is Inevitable |-.
cause the average man would my
rather be rulned than study
rithma, Let us then transfer (%
“allver queation” to quite wnotier
plane and ask the consideration o
the people, not to lis relevance 1,
the financlal rejuvenation of a .
tén (China) to which we are uling
in this war, but to its iInfinite n.
portance to the alMed natlons wihiy
have to buy copper, lead nnd zing for
war munitions — munitlons  tho
wirich the strangle hold of our alliv
navies makea it Impossille for t)a
Hun to oblain,

The “deal” made hy l.ord Readir ¢
may or may not purchase o few m .
lion ouncea a month for the "I
act” now operated by the (over .
‘ment of India, for 30 cents un ovune
| less than the natural market rate, |
in doing 20 Is he not starving the .
|Itet for these waur eszentlals and obli:-

logs.

ing to pay far higher prices ti.y
we rwise should for all those hiaw
metals? 1 take for an illustration

the camse of the big sulphide =ilvees
lead deposits at Broken HIill, Austral
The metalllc content of the oies

Park City, Utah, and a dozen mira
American big “wet ore” silver cama
in Colorado, Montana and Idalio v |

all tell about the same tale as oo |
Hin,

The Broken HIll lode carries yor o0
of crude ore some 15 ounces of silv
26 per cent. of lead und 25 per oo
of zinc. The total cost of mining |
I learn from the Sulphide Corporation,
38 a ton; of milling und smeliine £,
8o that with silver at the avernce
price of the last tén Wi

yenars s

cents) the sllver by-product 80
nearly pays the cost of minlic wul
milllng, but at 120 cents there ;=
added profit of $9 a treated ton, wih

would enable the lead and zinc 10 @
sold at much lower prices,

I polnted out also in my letter
November 17 that the world is o
fronted with & most dangerous slor
|age of at least 200.000.000 vunves .
:tilver a year; that unless this =u»
|age ix made good and avallable aeai
| the Indian specie dramn Ly the opens
| ing of new, silver mines we hore
‘Londun and New York equally |

e ormoh 8 ew

bare our gold reserves to a most =1
ous draln to Asla,

These conditions are well know
every student of exchange, Wiy,
then, has Lord Reading and his rect
misslon clean undone us” 1In Gires
| Britain we have not the remotes] v
with what argument he buttresses .5
attack on Amerlean silver-lead nd
| tries and why the great houses
Samuel Montagu & Co, and the 2
genhelma desire, if they do, to
the bullion price of #llver ut u tn
when both hilgher exchanges wi
Asla and a great additlon o the
iof eilver, lead, copper and zine v
| important to our cfliclent conduct

& o <

-~

RO aoe 0

| the war.
| T Hope that In the davs at hand 2
may eliclt In Parllament some e, ¢

1o these trade questions as to =i
On a satisfactory settlement of * 4
i so-called “silver question,” whic! 1
really the whaole “goll questy
depends whether after the w, |
shall In this generation resume |« =
pavments or whether what now o«
| mains of our gold reserves shull t 2
refuge in Asia and awalt t o :
trump within Aslatic hoarding v &
In the meantime, just to gine A
breathing space. wea earncsiiy |
that Congress will find meare 9
Keepn safely that large gold ros 4

| which the United States has acoun o«
| lated, because it any portlon of o 4
| released with Indla’'s exchange as

|day not a sovereign can stop herod

(It will all Just pour pell mell 1
:Britlsh India. X

Until the world's production of = »
| ver shall have at least doubled
western gold reserves require of °
| #tatesmen and financlers the
| closest watch and ward
I MokeTox Frewi

| Health am a “matter affecting tie

| terests of life and health or the |

|nf this State” “under any local |

. regulation,” to be “‘presumpitve ovi! [3
of the facta po stated,’” no maties vt

| svidence, ¢

eciontifte or moral, mi;
|bmu‘m againet It Op wccolnt of © 0
war less State legislation than

Ill being enacted. There I8 alen lie .
| tention being glven to thesa Inwe Ly 18
I'publle, The amendment ppw bt
Benate should not ba thus averlonk
Jouxn P, Davix, M

New Yori, February 2.

HIGH SCHOOL SESSIONS

{ Early Risiag Enforeed on Paplls by ol
I Least One Institution.
| To t™mr Emtor or Tue sSvs |
:wlnh 1o protest against the pres
[tem of high school sessjons Wi |
| am not well posted as to conditions 3

other high zchools | do Lknow ! #
| the Bushwick High School (o N
slon) children are compelled to rego

| 8 o'clock. To the children wia u¢

prlled to rlde in order ta &t

schdol this is to say the leist

| ship. 1 happen to luve two 8ister s ©
the abave school, and ®nio

|ln to
obliged to get up befors 6000 0
rlorning, and often leave without bréws*
fust. T am sure thia |6 tha caxe
majority of the young vhildren w!
tend this particular achool
It certainly Is unfalr to ask
to report at so sarly an hour
carlly he arranged to have 17
day begin half an hour or an N
and end n corresponding peried
This would give the =tudents o ‘
to get thelr full sleep. have the= 57
fast and enable them to do beiler
Esi, W O1hoaw
BrookLys, February 9.
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